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TITLE: “Liability of Surgeons” 
 
FACULTY: Melvin A. Shiffman, MD, JD, FCLM, President, ACLM 
 
Dr. Melvin Shiffman received his MD from Northwestern University School of Medicine in 1957 and his JD from 
Western State University College of Law in 1976. He has been practicing in the field of general surgery, oncologic 
surgery, reconstructive, and cosmetic surgery over the past 40 years. He has been a medical legal consultant in 
medical malpractice, personal injury, and medical board problems since 1976. He has written over 320 paper on 
cancer, cosmetic surgery, and medical legal problems and has been author or editor of at least 8 books including 
“Ethics In Forensic Science and Medicine,” “Medical Malpractice: Handling General Surgery Case” and many others. 
 
TIME: 8:30 am to 9:00 am - .50 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

After attending the activity the physician should be able to: 
 
a. Know the surgical situations that lead to surgical malpractice; and  
b. Learn how to practice surgery in a safe and standardized manner to achieve the best surgical outcomes 

and avoid surgical errors. 
 
Accreditation Statement:           
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of the 
Oklahoma State Medical Association and the Physicians Liability Insurance Company.  The Oklahoma State 
Medical Association (OSMA) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians.  
The OSMA designates this educational activity for a maximum of .50 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™. 
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  
            
Commercial Support/In Kind Support:                 
No educational grants provided for this presentation. The Oklahoma State Medical Association, PLICO, the 
American Board of Legal Medicine and The American College of Legal Medicine would like to thank 
Integris Baptist Medical Center for their In-Kind Support in providing the conference facility, and a luncheon 
for all guest speakers and attendees. 
 
Faculty Disclosure/CME Planning Committee Disclosure:   
The faculty and CME Planning Committee have no relevant financial relationships to disclose.  
 
The OSMA CME Manager has reviewed all faculty and committee information and has resolved all conflicts 
of interest if applicable. 
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